On trail of

koala

klller

I_.IhI!;EHH'HIt..IIrﬂII'I Coffee CED Henton Campbell gets o cuddie from

& hoala at Australla Zoo yesterday.
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Croc Hunter's dad joins fight

Glenls Grean

A MYSTERY syndrome chusing |sand-
reared male koalas to die wihen released
will be the Focus of a woerld-first resesrch
project launched at Australia Zoo on the
Sunshinge Coast yeslerday,

The drive to discover what has been
affecting the cuddly icons (s belng led by
the zao’s founder Bob lrwin, the father of
Crocodile Hunter Steve [rwin who was
killes] by a stingray last 5 ber,

A pa-::llnnate conseryationist who has

of hls huge Blackbuti
mperlg.r in the South Bornett over o
Luah habitat, Mr lrwin has joined with
Aunstralla Zoo Wildlife Warriors World-
wide amnd coffee frapchise sponsar
Zareaffa’s In backing the projec.

Australian Wildkife Hospital manager
Ceall Gipp said while Mr Irwin's frst love
was repliles — like his famous son — he
also loved koalas and was keen to begin
the research,

“Imv the Blackinst ares thene are 'ﬂ!l}"
few accidents (that kill loakss) -— [t's
mainly disese and theyre just founsd desd
om the groand with no abyvious reason for
[!P-ing. 5o it will be really interesting to sec
if we can ped somse data on what's
happening oul there," Ms Gipp said

"We know from the data we already
have thal males are Anding it really Thard
aru;l aren't surviving when they should be

thev're poung, they're healthy, There's
10 PERECN that |:I‘|'I.'II.'IE shenild be happen-
ing, bt Ehe females are doing well ir the
SHITLE ATEas,

The 12-manth project will enaploy radio
tracking fo study e migration patteins of
koalas eelurmed bo the wild and thelr
sibility o re-estahlish pew lroine ranges.

The zoo's hospital treats abouot 900
koakis a year whech are returmed to the
wild whenever ihle.

Ma Gipp the next few weeks wouald
bex gpent ab the Blackbatt pr_n[%a;rw coaimt=
nd'gl.‘!md ghudying the koalas n the first

hand-reared male koalas fitted] with
radio collars would be released into the
area next momthe

Wildlife Warriors chief exeostive cfficer
Michnel Homby said the projed wes
gignificant for koala populations  in
southeast Cueensland and globally.

“Every day were dealing with the
painty end — kaalas bl |.1}' carg, attacked
by dogs or (hrought in as o resall of Bad
clearing,” he sl

“When they are retumed back to the
wild, we need to know thele survival rate is

s high as it can possibhy be"



