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By KALLEE BUCHANAN

FINDING the time to organise
food shopping along with the thou-
sand other things that mum and
businesswoman Melodee Miller
does every week, takes more than
a to-do list or two.

But if she could influence the
powers that govern Sunday trad-
ing laws, she would put opening
shops all weekend at the top of
their priorities.

Instead of her kids running up
“mii=7 down the aisles, Mrs Miller
o 1d be able to relish a trip to the

shapPS alone on a Sunday, some-

S arﬁng she enjoyed when living on

the Sunshine Coast.

“My husband would be home to
wateh the kids — it would be 10
times faster,” she said.

But Cast’s IGA owner Kevin Cast
does not share Mrs Miller’s enthu-
siasm for the proposal that would
allow Woolworths at Bargara Cen-
tral Shopping Centre to open from
9am to 6pm on a Sunday, and as
late as 9pm during the week.

“Bargara is adequately catered
for, particularly as we are in the
process of extending our store by a
third,” Mr Cast said.

He said he felt the application by
the National Retailers Association
(NRA) would only affect one store,
and it was an attack on his busi-
ness.

“I think they’ll find a lot of objec-
tions from the independent opera-
tors in Bundaberg as well — it’s
just a flagrant grab at trying to get
(sales),” he said

Mr Cast warned Sunday trading
could have a domino effect on re-
tailers — soon spreading to Bun-
daberg.

“The whole area does not need
the chain stores — because if it’s
one, it'll be the rest,” he said.

“In my opinion the council
should oppose it because if they

WELCOME: Zarraffa’s Coffee supervisor Jeff Baldwin hopes that other outlets will follow suit and open for Sunday

trading.

get Bargara, they’ll go after Bun-
daberg.”

One business operator, Kath
Baldwin from the newly-opened
Zarraffa’s Coffee, welcomed the
Sunday trading change.

“We do a steady trade on a Sun-

day — I'd be happier if all the little
shops were full,” she said.

She said more businesses might
be encouraged to open in the
centre if Sunday trade attracted
customers.

Another who welcomes compe-

m——
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tition is division five Bundaberg
Regional Councillor Greg Barnes,
who met with the NRA when they
last visited Bargara four or five
years ago.
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s Woolworths pushes for seven-day and night trading

Sunday shopping
may be a godsend
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